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The Evidence Framework

• The Evidence Framework (EF) is the part of the 
project that enables Government actors to rigorously 
build one reliable and fit for purpose evidence base 
for policy and decision makers.
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What is the Evidence Framework?

Capacity 
Assessment 
Component

DRR/resilience 
Component

Policy & 
Institutional 
Assessment 
Component

Finance 
Component

Status 
Component

Gender 
Mainstreaming 

Component

6 Components

Questionnaire DataResources

3 Elements

SDG reporting 

Country 
reporting 

Summary 
visualisation

1 Summary View

2 Reports

user guidelines…

file:///C:/Users/Lisa/Desktop/Evidence Framework user guide_Lisa.docx


What does the Framework look like?
Final summary view first…

Summary View: Sustainable Development Goal 6, Evidence Base
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6.1 By 2030, achieve universal and 

equitable access to safe and affordable 

drinking water for all

100% of population is 

using safely managed 

drinking water services

6.2 By 2030, achieve access to adequate 

and equitable sanitation and hygiene for 

all and end open defecation, paying 

special attention to the needs of women 

and girls and those in vulnerable 

situations 

80% of population using 

safely managed 

sanitation and hand-

washing ervices

100% of wastewater 

safely treated

95% of bodies of water 

with good  water quality

30% change in water 

use efficiency

2% of total available 

water resources used

Score of 47.5 for IWRM 

implementation
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cooperation  

arrangements

6.6 By 2020, protect and restore water-

related ecosystems, including mountains, 

forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes        

12% change in the 

extent of water-related 

ecosystems 

6.5 By 2030, implement integrated water 

resources management at all levels, 

including through transboundary 

cooperation as appropriate
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6.4 By 2030, substantially increase water-

use efficiency across all sectors and ensure 

sustainable withdrawals and supply of 

freshwater to address water scarcity and 

substantially reduce the number of people 

suffering from water scarcity 

  6.3 By 2030, improve water quality by 

reducing pollution, eliminating dumping 

and minimizing release of hazardous 

chemicals and materials, halving the 

proportion of untreated wastewater and 

substantially increasing recycling and safe 

reuse globally 
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Asipration

Water-related SDG 
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What does the Framework look like?

Element 1: On one resource page, all potential tools that generate relent data are described



The Evidence Framework
Access, Target 6.1: By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable 

drinking water for all

Indicator 6.1.1 Percentage of population using safely managed drinking water services

Access to drinking water is an indicator in most national household surveys, but the SDG goal on access requires 

more data than ever. "Improved" water is defined as piped water into dwelling, yard or plot; public taps or 

standpipes; boreholes or tubewells; protected dug wells; protected springs; and rainwater, though the last is 

controversial in some countries. In the future, information on availability and faecal and chemical quality of 

drinking water will be collected by JMP [from a date unknown] through future consultation with the government 

departments responsible for drinking water supply and regulation in each country.

Baseline 

(2015)

Current 

(2016)

Aspiration 

2030

SUPPORT Question: Proportion of population covered by improved water in 2015 

as reported under MDGs (% population)

Population using improved water sources that are located on premises, are 

available when needed and are free of faecal and priority contaminants (number of 

people)

Element 2: Data are input through simple questionnaires



The Evidence Framework

Element 3: Data are analysed and synthesised 



Rigorous and reliable evidence

Policy should be 
informed by a wide 

breadth of evidence, 
not just ‘hard’ 

research

Policy can be 
complex, requiring 

policy makers to 
assess and combine 

many pieces of 
evidence from 

different sectors

Understanding if a 
piece of evidence is 

valid, (rigorously 
built and reliable) 

can be difficult

The EF does not require 
Government agencies to 
collect new or extra data. 
It seeks to leverage data 
already collected under 

current (or emerging 
SDG) initiatives.

The EF only allows the 
collation of data that has 

been collected using 
tools developed by 

international or national 
experts from reputable 
organisations, that has 

been tested and is freely 
available

The EF enables the 
collective synthesis and 

analysis of data that have 
most commonly been 

kept separately, often by 
separate agencies or 

institutions 



Rigorous and reliable evidence

Policy should be 
informed by a wide 

breadth of evidence, 
not just ‘hard’ 

research

Policy can be 
complex, requiring 

policy makers to 
assess and combine 

many pieces of 
evidence from 

different sectors

Understanding if a 
piece of evidence is 

valid, (rigorously 
built and reliable) 

can be difficult

The EF informs policy 
makers by listing and 

linking to expert tools, 
resources and datasets, 

allowing flexibility to 
build evidence for 

different policy 
situations

The EF links to 
guidelines, metadata and 

user guidelines 
developed by experts to 
guide the choice and use 

of different tools and 
different data

The EF aims to be a 
collaboration focus, which 

will allow Government 
officials and partners to 
copy in their own data 

and view data they would 
not normally be able to 

access easily in a 
comparable format



Fit-for-purpose evidence

Exactly what piece of evidence fit for purpose for a particular policy 
process can be contentious, especially if there seems to be different or 

even conflicting evidence

If there is conflict, the EF 
cannot tell a policy-

makers which piece of 
data is the most fit.

However, the EF is a 
collaboration focus; it 

only allows one value or 
data to be entered for 

each indicator. 
Government partners 

must therefore agree on 
the best data to be 

entered.

After that decision is 
made, that data can be 

automatically added to an 
evidence base that will be 
authoritative because it is 

agreed upon.



Fit-for-purpose evidence

Exactly what piece of evidence fit for purpose for a particular policy 
process can be contentious, especially if there seems to be different or 

even conflicting evidence

There are many 
components that are 

critical for the making, 
adoption and 

implementation of 
coherent water policy. 

These range from 
integrated finance to 

transparency to 
adequate human 

capacity.

The EF currently 
integrated six 

components: status, 
capacity assessment, 

finance, policy and 
institutional assessment, 
disaster risk reduction & 

resilience 
mainstreaming, and 

gender mainstreaming.

This makes up the 
‘generic’ Evidence 
Framework. The 

Framework can and 
should be adapted to 

country contexts.



Next steps in development

• Participatory Development for Reporting

– Summary view is done, and is adaptable

– Anticipated modules: SDG reporting and National 
reporting
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Questions?


