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WASH in Schools - Opportunities

• Improved health outcomes lead to improvement in 

education outcomes

• Improved gender and adolescent outcomes

• A good entry point for hygiene behavior change



WASH in Schools Implementation

• Implementation Guide and Minimum Guidelines for 
WASH in Schools

• Technical Standards

• Facilities management and planning

• BEST Score – monitoring template

• School Health Clubs

• Children and Youth Ambassadors for WASH 
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WASH in Schools – Coverage
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EMIS, 2015
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WASH in Schools Status
Status 2015

Public Private Total

Total 37,678 14,382 52,060 

Sanitation 56% 79% 62%

21,100 11,362 32,461 

Water 38% 71% 47%

14,318 10,211 24,529 

Urinals 59% 76% 64%

22,230 10,930 33,160 

Is equity an issue?



WASH in Schools – Meeting full 
coverage*

Estimated Costs (per School)

Sanitation 17,000 USD

Water 5,500 USD

Urinals 3,000 USD (Includes MHM)

Public Private Total (USD)

Sanitation 281,831,440 51,343,740 333,175,180 

Water 128,481,980 22,939,290 151,421,270 

Urinals 46,343,940 10,355,040 56,698,980 

Total (USD) 456,657,360 84,638,070 541,295,430 

*based on UNICEF Ghana implementation costs



WASH in Schools Challenges

• High cost of toilet infrastructure hindrance to 
scaling up

• EMIS provides some data that helps track progress, 
but nothing on hygiene or MHM facilities

• EMIS does not judge against  minimum standards 
for WASH



WinS SDG

Basic  

Drinking water from an 

improved source is available 

at the school  

Improved sanitation facilities, 

which are sex-separated and 

usable (accessible, functional, 

private) at the school  

Handwashing facilities 

with water and soap 

available to students 

 



WASH in Health Facilities

• No data from DHIMS



WASH in Health Facilities 
Challenges

• Limited data on coverage

• Minimum standards exist but are not well 
circulated

• Lack of high priority from Ghana Health Service


