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INTRODUCTION

National Development Goals could be hampered 

by ignoring Climate and disaster risk reduction 

issues 

Much less attention has been paid to making 

development more resilient to climate change, its 

related disasters and impacts. 

Current efforts appear to be largely driven by 

emergency and hardly considers the long-term 

rippled implications on life and property. 

(Reactive vrs Proactive)

Several approaches but fragmented



1.   What is Climate Change?

The UNFCCC defines climate change as a 

change of climate which is attributed 

directly or indirectly to human activity 

that alters the composition of the global 

atmosphere and which is in addition to 

natural climate variability observed over 

comparable time periods
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Atmospheric 

Emissions

CLIMATE CHANGE (CC)

Temperature Rise

Sea Level Rise

Precipitation

Drought and Floods 

HUMAN AND NATURAL SYSTEMS

Food and Water Resources

Ecosystems and Biodiversity

Human Health, Human Settlements , Extreme 

Events  

Climate Change 

Impacts

SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

PATHS 

(Pro-Poor, Pro-growth , Pro-Equity)

Main Aspects : Economic Growth , 

Technology , Population , Governance , 

Energy and Land -use  

Non-Climate 

Change Impacts

Non-Climate 

Change 

Pressures

CONCENTRATION OF 

GREENHOUSE GASES AND 

OTHER GASES

Carbon Dioxide , Methane , 

Nitrous Oxide, 

Aerosols , Sulphur Dioxide 

Increase in 

GHG Effects

Air Pollution

Source : Modified IPCC, 2001

NATURAL 

INTERACTIONS



2.1 What is Climate Mainstreaming?

Climate change mainstreaming is simply making 

climate change a “normal” thing in the national 

development planning processes.  It is taken as 

the consideration and incorporation of climate 

change as a vital component in the whole 

processes of decision-making.

A comprehensive integration and inter-weaving 

of climate change with other environment and 

socio-economic themes; and dealing with the 

trade-offs in the complete planning processes-

formulation, planning and budgeting 

implementation and monitoring and evaluation 



3.0  Why Mainstream Climate change?

Ghana is a party to the United 

Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCC)

Ghana is a climate sensitive 

economy-a large part of the 

population is heavily dependent on 

climate.  

Poverty incidence in Ghana is very 

much linked to climate variability 

and climate change.  

Targeted and coordinated approach 



Article 3.4 of the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) states that

“The parties have a right to, and should, 

promote sustainable development.  

Policies and measures to protect the 

climate system …should be integrated 

with national development programmes, 

taking into account that economic 

development is essential for adopting 

measures to address climate change”  
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• Ghana Climate change Impacts, Vulnerability 

and Adaptation Assessments

• Medium Term Development and Budgetary 

Processes 

• Case of 10 Pilot Districts and Climate Change 

• National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 

• Work on Climate Change Policy Briefs 

• Economics of Climate Change Adaptation 

• Low Carbon Growth Issues 

• Sub-Regional Scale Issues 

Some Efforts 



CHALLENGES

- Balance between the short-term poverty reduction and 

long term development

- Weak  Coordination 

- Inadequate financing

- Inadequate Capacity building and retention

- Opportunities

- Improving sources of funds 

- Carbon trading

- Minimising loss of life and property



WAY FORWARD

 Increase the understanding and knowledge of climate 

change nation wide.

 Coordination-Ghana National Climate Change Committee-

National Climate Change Plan

 Capacity enhancement-Training-Learn by Doing, on the 

job training

 Mass sensitisation

 Improve observation and early warning systems.

 Strengthen the research base.

 Enhance partnership and international cooperation. 



Conclusions

 Impacts could be minimised through proper planning 

and integration of climate change and disaster risk 

reduction measures into all facets of national 

development planning particularly at the district level 

and across sectors.  

 Let us utilise the opportunity  to mainstream and 

protect quality of life for future generations for 

Prevention Pays




